
GROWTH: 

JOURNAL PROMPT  
God, help me to live intentionally this fall as I learn more about your Holy Spirit and the 
attributes of a life rooted in you. Nourish me through my study of your word, community 
with my small group, and worship in church. Show me clearly the tasks, relationships, 

and work to which you are calling me. Amen.

CALLING PROMPT   
God is inviting you to participate in his ministry by answering the unique call on your life. 

How can you actively respond to scripture and God’s presence this week?

CLOSING PRAYER
Let’s prepare for the week ahead, shaped by our time together today.

Gracious God, we trust that you go with us in the week ahead. We are changed each 
time we gather to learn more about you and your Word. Please give us boldness to 

proclaim your good news in the coming week and bring us back safely together again in 
this community. Amen.

OPENING PRAYER
Gracious God, help us to feel your presence during our gathering as a community 
today. As we do life together and learn more of your Word, help us to grow in faith. 
Help our time to be fruitful and the fellowship within our group to flourish. Thank 
you for the gift of today and of this small group study. Amen.   

	+ Why are you in a small group? 

	+ What aspects of your faith are you hoping to grow by doing this? 

The Roman Centurion depended upon Jesus and had desperate faith… 

	+ How is desperation correlated to faith?

	+ What can we learn from the Roman Centurion’s trust in Jesus’ ability to save?

Is it right to put faith in anyone or anything else besides God? 

	+ Do we do it anyways? 

When or where do you feel closest to God?

COMMUNITY
Time to build relationships: mix + mingle! 

	+ What specific point resonated with you from the weekend’s sermon? 

	+ If you couldn’t attend, ask others in your group what stood out to them. (Note: 
Links to both video and audio versions of previous sermons can be found at 
https://standrewmethodist.org/worship/sermons/)

	+ Where did you see God’s presence in your past weekend? 
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SCRIPTURE
A great starting place is always in God’s word. This week we are in:

PHILIPPIANS 3:7-17  
7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I 
consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, 
for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ 9 and be 
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is 
through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 I want 
to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the 
dead.
12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on 
to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not 
consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and 
straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God 
has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.
15 All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you 
think differently, that too God will make clear to you. 16 Only let us live up to what we have 
already attained.
17 Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you have us as a 
model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do.

MATTHEW 8:5-13 
5 When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. 6 “Lord,” he 
said, “my servant lies at home paralyzed, suffering terribly.”
7 Jesus said to him, “Shall I come and heal him?”

QUESTIONS: 

How does the Holy Spirit help us develop and demonstrate faithfulness? 

	+ Who inspires you in their faith? 

	+ What is it about their faith that inspires you? 

	+ Can you “see” someone’s faith?

We call the church the body of Christ and community of faith, consider and reflect on 
your personal faith and…

	+ Why do you come to church? 

SITUATION

In many ways, faithfulness is the epitome of the purpose of the church and our mission 
as Christians. The apostle Paul recognized the extensiveness of faith and invested fully 
in following Jesus. This begets a confident hope, in which we are shown away to move 
forward despite circumstance or expectation. If, and when we embrace the real hope of 

the kingdom of God, faithfulness is felt and exhibited. Though, it is not our own faithfulness 
that adds up to the solution we so desperately need… it is the faith OF Christ which has 

freed us and won for us true salvation!  
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8 The centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just 
say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I myself am a man under authority, with 
soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I 
say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”
10 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to those following him, “Truly I tell 
you, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. 11 I say to you that many 
will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. 12 But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown 
outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
13 Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go! Let it be done just as you believed it would.” And 
his servant was healed at that moment.


